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Law & Justice
36%

$849 million

Fire & Emergency
5%

$107 million

Transportation
15%

$338 million

Natural Resources
11%

$247 million

All Other
1%

$18 million

General 
Government

12%
$263 million

Health & Human 
Services 20%
$464 million

Law and justice expenditures are the largest county expense. 
Health and human services follow closely behind, with total 

expenditures at $2.3 billion.
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H
ow

 do sm
all, m

edium
 and large counties com

pare on a per 
capita basis in expenditure and revenue patterns?

A
ppendix w

ith county data:  page 1
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In 1999, small counties had  higher total per capita 
expenditures.
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Per capita expenditures are dominated by transportation in 
small counties.
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Other categories of county expenditures do not fit the overall 
pattern.  Per capita law and justice expenditures are more 

balanced across the counties.
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County revenues come primarily from property taxes and 
state distributions.  Total county revenues equal $2.7 billion.

Property Taxes
33%

$856 million

Sales & Use Taxes
11%

$286 million

State Distributions
21%

$570 million 

Federal 
Distributions

11%
$309 million

Debt Proceeds
1%

$40 million

All Other
13%

$363 million

Licenses, Permits 
& Fees 10%
$280 million
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Small counties had higher per capita revenue than medium or 
large counties in 1999
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Small counties are also much more dependent on state 
revenues.
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Before the passage of I-695, small counties received higher 
per capita motor vehicle excise tax distributions.
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City expenditures are concentrated in law and justice, fire and 
emergency services, and natural resources.  Total expenditures 

amount to $2.4 billion.

Law & Justice
32%

$744 million

Fire & Emergency
17%

$414 million
Transportation

9%
$209 million

Natural Resources
25%

$596 million

General Government
10%

$244 million

All Other
5%

$116 million

Health & Human 
Services 2%
$50 million
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For a look at city expenditures by size, the cities are divided into 
four groups of about 840,000 people per group.
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Per capita expenditures are greatest in the largest cities
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This overall pattern of per capita expenditures is similar across 
most categories of expenditures.
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The exception is general government where economies of 
scale may favor the largest cities
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Property Taxes
20%

$605 million

Sales & Use Taxes
22%

$621 million
Licenses, Permits & 

Fees
10%

$307 million

State & Federal 
Distributions

14%
$410 million

Debt Proceeds
2%

$57 million

All Other
14%

$428 million

Business & Utility 
Taxes 18%

$535 million

City Revenues come primarily from property taxes, sales taxes 
and business and utility taxes. Total revenue is approximately 

$3 billion.
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The pattern of city per capita revenue supports the pattern of 
expenditures.
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Business & Utility taxes stand out as an important 
revenue source for large cities.
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In 1999, state distributions were heavily influenced by the 
MVET to the smallest cities.
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The potential impact of I-695 was spread unevenly across 
the counties

(MVET loss as % of 1998 unrestricted revenues)

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%

King

Snohomish

San Juan

Whatcom

Klickitat

Thurston

Lewis

Whitman

Skamania

Skagit

Island

Chelan

Benton

Lincoln

Mason

Okanogan

Pend Oreille

Wahkiakum

Ferry

Garfield

Appendix with county data:  Page 3



24

The proposed GF-S assistance for 2001-03 is roughly 
proportional to impact.
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The initial impact of I-695 varied widely between cities also.
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The 99-01 and proposed 01-03 general fund assistance diminishes 
the impact. The smallest cities benefited from a reallocation of funds.
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State general fund assistance was also provided to counties as a
result of Referendum 49 and following I-695.

(Dollars in Millions)
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General fund assistance to cities following Referendum 49 and I-695 
helped to lessen the fiscal impacts.

(Dollars in Millions)
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